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Their eyes were watching God
PART ONE
The novel takes us into the world of how a voiceless girl who grew into a woman who can decide whatever she wants her life to be. She was very hopeful to achieve a lot in her life and later she realized that people have to choose and learn about their lives for themselves but not by other people. Love maybe is a two-way or one –way path because at times both can be in love with each other and at the same time one person in a relationship is in love and the other isn’t. People in love have different agendas in that some decides to sail in that ship entirely but not to be swayed on the way or look back at all until they reach their destination.
When Janie came for burying the dead and coming back to her home, she was confused and didn’t know what to do next because she was heartbroken. On her way to her house, people stared at her especially men without talking to her but looked at her with their eyes wide opened until she disappeared. They were gossiping about her because when he went out of the town, she was with a young but eventually returns alone without a company. Her friends were mad about her because Janie didn’t talk to them to tell them all about her business and what is going on with her life. They were wondering if they have done any wrong thing to her because she has not even said a word to them but went straight to her house and they said that she is the one who has been doing wrong (Hurston 12).
There was this man known as Tea Cake whom Janie was in love with, but the gossiping women thought that she was old enough for that man. They said that Janie is 40 years but despite that, she is still hot and attractive and this means that age does not matter to some people, and people look at different things when it comes to love. At least she had a friend known as Pheoby who was always on her side despite people talking bad about her and also Janie does not care what people say about her but what she thinks of herself is enough for her to go on with her life
Janie had to start to explain a longer story in her life to her best friend Pheoby who was eager to hear all about it from the horse mouth. 
The love between Janie and Tea Cake died when Tea Cake ran away with her money with another girl who was younger than him and left Janie alone heartbroken not knowing what next. At the beginning of her story, she started with how she was raised by her Nanny who was her grandmother her parents were no more, and she didn’t see them either. She didn’t feel the love of her parents because at the moment she was being raised together with other four white children whom and knew she was different from them. Other black children teased her and also envy hey her because of her beauty and the high-quality clothes she puts on. Her grandmother ‘nanny’ did her best to give her all the good merits to feel the love which she could have had with her parents by buying her land and the house (Hurston 20).
At 16, Janie started to discover all about sex for the first time when she saw a bee pollinating a pear flower when she was lying outside, and the only thing which came into her mind was sex and marriage. She started to envy the flower and also describes the whole experience as beautiful and wished that love and friendship should be the same as that. This experience made her feel different about Johnny Taylor, and this made her fell in love with him, and eventually they kissed. This act made her grandmother get worried, and she didn’t want her granddaughter to misused by men and leave her and also felt that she had not guided her properly.
Her Nanny wanted Janie to get married to Logan Killicks whom Janie didn’t want because of the significant age difference between them and very old for her, but her nanny wants her to get married before she dies. Janie’s nanny wants her granddaughter to be protected and not to suffer at all when she isn't in this world to look after her. The nanny started to describe to Janie where she has come from and she didn’t want her granddaughter to leave an unworthy life with no direction but need her to follow her guidance and wished Janie to get married.
After her grandmother assures her that marriage will eventually come in handy with love, she finally got married to Logan. After three months of her marriage, she didn’t feel any love for her husband, and this made her go back to her nanny to explain to her and ask for her advice. Janie did not see Logan as attractive and unromantic, and this made her not fall in love at all, but her nanny still believed that if she gives little more time, she will eventually fall in love with Mr. Killicks. But in real sense love cannot be forced but comes naturally with time if one likes a person and spending time with him or her and this will eventually give results. But her grandmother felt that she had done her best to her granddaughter and prayed to God to guide her and watch over her before she eventually passed on. But Janie learned that marriage does not come along with love especially if you did not fall in love before the wedding.
"Aw, git reconciled! Dat woman don't want you. You got tuh learn dat all de women in de world ain't been brought up on no teppentine still, and no saw-mill camp. There's some women dat jus' ain't for you tuh broach. You can't git her wid no fish sandwich." (39)
After they have come back from their honeymoon, Logan wants Janie to act like his first wife who usually chops wood together with her husband and Janie was not up to the task. Janie’s husband had organized the chores, and he had given Janie some work to do as he went to bargain the second mule used for planting. This is the time when Janie had an opportunity to get attention from a stranger who was walking down the road, and she finally got it, and it was Joe Starks. He got attracted by Janie’s beauty and came towards her to ask for cold water, and this gave them an opportunity to flirt. Joe felt the need to make Janie a proper wife for him, and he promised her that when he comes back, they will elope together. Logan also did not love Janie because it is evident enough when it comes to how he treats her and telling her that he will kill her.
Janie left Logan and got married to Joe who at least treats her well and even wants to even spoil her. Janie being an attractive woman made other people admire her entirely and also envies Joe for having a lady like her. When Janie became Mayor’s wife, loneliness starts to crop in, and she didn’t even decide for herself anymore. She is forced to do what Joe wants to stop other people from admiring her and also didn’t worry at all what Janie feels and bosses her around even beating her up. Janie felt rejected by her husband because he doesn’t eat what she prepares for him but instead has an old lady who cooks meals for him. Janie didn’t believe that he ran away with a person who didn’t love her either and she didn’t show him how much he loved him.
After the death of the Mayor, Janie feels at least she has her freedom back and does not believe in love again because she doesn’t want any other man to take advantage of her again. A few months later, after burial and telling people that she won’t consider remarrying any time soon, she eventually got another man called Tea Cake, and she liked him. And as time goes by and Tea Cake confesses his love for her but Janie wasn’t sure yet it was a real one or not, but one thing led to the other. She started to be confident with being in a relationship with Tea Cake even after being warned by other people and her best friend but has made up her mind to do whatever it takes to be with the new catch. They finally got married but all started with a not blissful marriage because Tea Cake begun flirting with a girl called Nunkie, but it wasn’t real because he loved her and took care of her. Janie lived her life but had both excellent and worst parts of love life but she strong enough to overcome everything that comes her way. 
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Love is one of the essential aspects of life especially in Janie’s, and without it, she could end up with a withered and dead spirit because she believed in it completely. When it comes to marriage and sex, it does not mean that love exists, but they act as an expression of it. She wished to have a good love life like what she experienced at the pear tree during pollination, but all did not go well in her love life at all. She fantasized a lot all about love and sex and made her gain the respect which resembles that one of the bee and the flower. On the other hand, her Nanny wanted and desired a life full of protection and caring for her grandchild who she knew was better for Janie and she will feel good seeing her granddaughter live a life she desired.
When Janie got married to Logan, he did not feel love at all because it seemed like they got married by force without any feelings between them. Their passion almost came close to a protective one which her grandmother wanted for her. Logan had a 60-acre land which she feels that security for her regarding food and also for future for their children. He made sure that Janie had work to do at the house and even the farm to avoid her staying idle at home. When there is no much work at home, she will help in the planting of potatoes at the farm. This didn’t make Janie feel the love she wanted because she wanted an “intimate love” which she compared with the one of the “bee and the blossom (Hurston 36).”
Joe Starks came into her life, and he felt real love of care because he promised her to go for her so that they can flee away and get married in a far place. She thought that the love she needed was at her hand now rather than stay with an unromantic and unattractive farmer who does not treat her well as a lady. After a short period of their marriage, Janie realized that the love is no more, but it has turned out to be a possessive kind of love. This is because Joe expected her to follow his orders and also forbid her from interacting with other people to stop them admiring her because he felt she was his alone.
Janie continued staying with Joe no matter how she was going through because she felt trapped in that relationship until he died and that is the time she felt that her freedom back. It felt like she has put down a heavy burden from her back which made her not to do anything else apart from that. Janie was in a position to interact with other people with “no constrictions” and rules which Janie should abide by (Hurston 56). A while later, Tea Cake came into her life, and now she felt that the right person has finally arrived because he adored her and also vice versa. 
Her life seemed complete because the love seemed real from the word go. Both people were in love because they spent more time together which made them bond and knew each other well. At least Tea Cake was more considerate and even if he made Janie hurt at times by stealing her money and even when it seemed to have been flirting with a younger lady, but they forgave each other and moved on. She got real strength especially from Joe’s death because she felt that he could endure anything coming her way whether healthy or not (Hurston 167).
Love in this novel also came with judgments from people among the black people and the whites because black people were not loved that much. Janie’s husband Tea Cake was black than her but people like Mrs. Turner who wanted Janie to leave Tea Cake for Turner’s brother. But jealousy will always come in handy with love because at this moment Janie’s husband was jealous when he heard the conversation his wife and Turner was having about being introduced to her brother. White people were favored most than the black people because most of the things the white people were using were of better quality than what the other people were using.
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